BOXTED PARISH COUNCIL
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING MINUTES
Wednesday 9th March 2022 in the Village Hall at 7PM
Called by Jamie Seakens
Present
Chair – Cllr Jamie Seakens
Councillors Brentnall, Collitt, Dedhar, Hunt, Pugh and MacLauchlan
Clerk – Karen Thompson
Several members of the public
1.

Welcome

The Chair, Jamie Seakens, welcomed everyone to the Annual Parish meeting of Boxted
Parish Council for 2022. The purpose of the meeting is to describe what the Council did
over the last year and our plans for the next year and to hear the views of residents.
2.

Approve the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 8th May 2019

The minutes were approved after the date was corrected.
3.

Chairman’s report

It is usual for the Chair of Boxted Parish Council to summarise the Council activities for the
financial year in a report that is available to the Annual Parish Residents Meeting.
The lifting of Covid restrictions has meant that much of Boxted activities have resumed with
the Village Hall seeing regular booking back in place. Sadly, the tenants of the Community
Hub Café didn’t bounce back and surrendered their lease in Autumn 2021. We have been
lucky to attract a new tenant for a short-term, until a refurbishment takes place, when they
could resume with a longer lease. The opening hours have increased, and the café is again
a key amenity for Boxted.
The Council saw two positions becoming vacant during the year with the departure of both
Cllrs Damen and Chaplin. One of the positions was filled by Mr Dedhar who joined in
February. The other vacancy is being advertised which we will hopefully co-opt into.
A Committee was set up to investigate the costs of various projects to provide better
facilities for the Village which was possible because of Section 106 funding from the Hill
Farm housing developers. This contractual agreed money must be spent on the Community
Hub building and playing field. To date we have installed a water fountain, bike racks, picnic
benches, artificial wicket at the cricket wicket, outdoor gym equipment, a rebound wall,
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additional small children’s play equipment, a mega swing, aerial runway, large climbing
piece, a roundabout for all abilities, sunken trampolines, and improved trim trail. The 5aside football area will be installed in the Summer, and we also hope to be able to install
outdoor tables tennis and/or petanque.
We were also able to change the surface on part of the Recreation Ground so that winter
overflow parking is possible. We do hope this relieves parking pressure on the village
especially at weekends when the football pitches are in use.
We saw our County representative Cllr Anne Brown retire after many years of supporting
Boxted and we now have Cllr Lewis Barber supporting Boxted on County Council matters
including Highways (potholes and verges).
One of the causes that Anne Brown supported was the conservation of Boxted Bridge in the
Dedham Vale AONB. In the face of Essex Highways determination to demolish and replace
the bridge with a much larger bridge supporting HGVs, the Parish Council supported the
Save Our Bridge campaign. We facilitated meetings with Essex Highways to try and
persuade them that demolition and replacement isn’t acceptable, we spoke at Essex County
Council meetings, we strongly objected to the Highways planning application, and we
hosted a very well attended public meeting. The Council is hopeful that Essex Highways will
rethink the plans and reconsider conservation and renovation.
The Council has worked with residents to try and facilitate enough parking provision to cater
for the current garage site and new properties proposed as part of Colchester Borough
Homes planned development and build of 7 residential units on the site behind Cross
Cottages. Without sufficient provision car parking will displace onto the already congested
Dedham Road making the centre of the village. Again, the Parish Council submitted a
strongly worded objection, and we are waiting on the outcome.
The village successfully objected to the erection of a 50-foot high grey 5G mast and
humming green boxes on the village green verge. The offer to work with the 5G mast
planners to find a more suitable location has not yet been taken up.
We are still working with Essex and Colchester Councils to try and establish Boxted Primary
School as a feeder school to Chesterwell.
There is a fantastic group of residents interested in biodiversity that have formed a
volunteer group and are working with the Council to plant and maintain the wildflower
areas of the village green and village green hedging and will turn their attention to public
footpaths and bridleways this year.
We are using the Council Facebook page to make available useful information and regularly
writing reports in the Langham with Boxted Parish Newsletter.
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The planned spend on the Community Hub building should hopefully see improvements to
the kitchen side in the café, large bi-fold doors added as well as the sports side being
modernised with single shower cubicles, a small meeting rooms and better facilities for
officials. We are hopeful for financial support from the Football Foundation to achieve
these changes.
The usual parish council functions have run smoothly with good financial management and
record keeping. The minutes might seem a bit dry when you read them, but they accurately
capture the decisions that the Council makes.
Looking forward to the next year when we will refurbish the Community Hub building, add
a 5-aside football facility and install table tennis/petanque. We are also supporting the
Queens Platinum Jubilee Celebrations planned for Sunday 5th June on the Recreation
Ground.
I want to take this opportunity to thank every current and recent member of the Council,
our Clerk, Groundsman and cleaning staff, for their hard work, enthusiasm, and
commitment to improving Boxted as a lovely place to live. I also want to thank Nigel and
Lewis, our representatives at Colchester Borough and Essex County Councils. Being a
councillor isn’t always easy, and we all lead busy lives, but effective committed parish
councillors mean that Boxted stands the best chance of being a great place to live, work and
play.
Do come along to our meetings, you are very welcome.
Your Current Council is
Jamie Seakens (Temporary Chair)
Arabella Brentnall
James Collitt
Amin Dedhar
Jonathan Hunt
Angela McLaughlin
Robin Oxford
Gene Pugh
Karen Thompson is the Clerk to the Council.
Cllr Nigel Chapman is our Ward Councillor at Colchester Borough Council but is standing
down at the May 2022 elections.
Cllr Lewis Barber is our Essex County Council Member.
Financial Statement
The financial report as of 28th February 2022 was presented.
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The financial statements show that the Council has a healthy reserve which should be
maintained if the Hub refurbishment is successful in attracting a football foundation grant.
4.

Questions from the public

There were no questions from the public.

Meeting closed
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